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ordainer of time and life. Sacrifices were offered
under trees, soon also to trees, particularly to old
trees which, for generations had witnessed the joys
and troubles of a family or a tribe.

Zoolatry.

Besides all this which may be comprehended under*
the general name of physiolatry, there are clear in-
dications also of zoolatry1. It is one of the most
difficult problems to discover the motive which led
the negro to worship certain animals. The mistake
which is made by most writers on early religions,
is that they imagine there can be but one motive for
each custom that has to be explained. Generally,
however, there are many. Sometimes the souls of
the departed are believed to dwell in certain animals.
In some places animals, particularly wolves, are made
to devour the dead bodies, and they may in conse-
quence be considered sacred2. Monkeys are looked
upon as men, slightly damaged at the creation, some-
times also as men thus punished for their sins. They
are in some places believed to be able to speak, but
to sham dumbness in order to escape labour. Hence,
it may be, a reluctance arose to kill them, like other
animals, and from this there would be but a small
step to ascribing to them a certain sacro-sanctity.
Elephants, we know, inspire similar feelings by the
extraordinary development of their understanding.
People do not like to kill them, or if they have

1  "Waitz, ii. p. 177.

2  Ibid. 177; Hostmann, *Zur GescHclite des Nordischen Systems
der drei Culturperioden;' Braunschweig, 1875, p. 13> note.